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Risborough and District U3A 
Photography Group 

 
 

  
 

Why not make a book? 
Part 2  

  
This second part of these notes runs through the process of creating a 
photobook. Blurb booksmart downloaded software is used for this example. 
The process would be virtually the same if you are working online using a 
different package. 
 

 
 

Before you can download the software 
you have to Register with Blurb. 
 
When you want to continue working on 
your book you then just open the 
downloaded software on your 
computer. 
 
Later on you will need to sign in so as 
to upload it and then print and/or 
publish it.  
 
 

 
 

 
When starting a new book you first 
have to choose what size you want. 
 
I have chosen the “small square” book 
as appropriate for my purposes. (See 
Part 1 for other available sizes) 
 
I am also mindful of the pricing 
structure and will want to keep it under 
80 pages.  
 
I later produced a 5”x8” black and white 
version so as to minimise the cost and 
make it available to a wider audience. 
 
Postage and packing are an additional 
cost while there are a number of 
upgrade options such as premium 
paper or not including the ‘Blurb’ logo. 
 
If the book is for your use only then 
these factors will not be of such 
concern.  
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There are a number of starter layouts 
available in Blurb to suit the occasion.  
 
You can tailor the most relevant to your 
own needs. 
 
You can then let Blurb guide you 
through the process or branch out on 
your own. 

 
 

 
You need to get your photographs. You 
do not need to do them all at once – 
you can add more later.  
 
In fact leaving them until the page is 
ready to use them may be better 
because Blurb will advise what size file 
you need – often much smaller than 
your 8+ megapixel image – and so a 
smaller file when you come to upload it. 
 
You can select photos from one of your 
files or from a site like flickr 
 

 
 

 
Choose a ‘theme’ – it is not set in 
stone, change it later if you wish. 

 

 
You are now ready to begin.  
 
Your first task is to add the book title for 
the cover page (this will also become 
your file name). The title can be typed 
in but the image for the cover needs to 
be dragged across from the photo 
gallery (bottom left, currently empty) 
onto the page blank.    
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Now we are motoring. 
  
The book being worked on is the main 
part of the screen with all the pages 
shown scrolled across the bottom. 
 
Top left are the available layouts in the 
relevant category (Picture, picture plus 
text, text, cover, etc). 
 
Bottom left is your photo gallery – you 
can filter out the photos you have 
already used. 

 
 

 
If you click on edit layout you can ‘go 
behind the scenes’ and adjust the 
layout to your needs. 

 
 

 
You can preview the book before 
ordering it. You can also print it out to 
give it a final review. 
 
If you spot something that needs fixing 
you can click the “Edit Book” button and 
return to your book. 

 

 
If you have clicked the “Order book” 
button you will have a final checklist 
before you upload the document.  
 
When you have uploaded the book you 
can mark it as private (only you can 
see it) or public (anyone can access 
the book and buy a copy. You can let 
them see the whole book or just 
selected pages which will give a flavour 
of the book.) 
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If you decide that you want other 
people to have copies of your book you 
make it ‘Public’ (rather than ‘Private’) 
on the Blurb website and anyone can 
look at it – and order a copy. You can 
also include an abstract as well as 
details about yourself. 
 
You don’t want to hide your light under 
a bushel – you need to publicise your 
book. This is a flyer for my book which I 
finalised after giving a talk to 
Risborough U3A under the same title. It 
also has a page on Facebook. 
 
You can track how many people have 
visited your site and how many copies 
of the book have been sold on the 
Blurb website.  

 

 
 
 
Finally don’t forget that U3A News has 
a section for U3A members who have 
published a book through whatever 
means. 

 


