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Risborough and District U3A 
Photography Group 

 
 

  

 

Why not make a book? 
Part 1 

 
Many of us had (and possibly still have) boxes full of envelopes full of photographs. Some of 
the better photographs possibly made it into an album. These days of course they are now on 
a hard drive or CD/DVD (or hopefully both), looked at once and never seen again. What a 
waste!  

 

There are a number of ways that you can let your photographs 
come out of the closet and be enjoyed by all: 

 Mounted prints (until you run out of wallspace) 

 Digital Photoframes or on your TV Screen 

 On a range of items from coasters and mousemats to mugs 
and tee-shirts 

 Put them into a presentation and give a talk to a U3A group 

 Get prints of the best images and put them into an album OR 

 Create a  photobook 
This note is concerned with the last of these. 
  
What is the difference between an album and a photobook? Apart 
from the way it is presented you now have the options of including 
text, of having a range of sizes and layouts on each page and of 
having a number of copies printed. If you Google ‘photobooks’ you 
will find a number of sites for creating books and getting them 
printed. Later in this note I have listed some of the more popular 
(including those that members of the Photography Group have 
used). I have then gone on to show how some of these sites work.  
 

 

Which Photobook to use? 
 
What factors should you consider when deciding which Photobook to use? 

 Do you want to work online or offline? 
o Some sites require you to upload your photos and then work online to build the 

book. For others you download the software and work offline, uploading the book 
for printing only when it is complete. These may also give you the option of 
printing a draft before selecting the print button – invaluable if you have much text 
which can easily have errors not spotted on screen. 



© Tim Addison Risborough U3A Photography Group 2011, 2013 Page 2 of 4 

 

 Do you want your book delivered by post or do you want to pick it up from a store? 
o Some sites (e.g. http://www.tescophoto.com) allow you to have the book 

delivered to a local store for you to collect (and so save yourself the postage). 
This may come in useful if there are any problems with the printed book – 
you can check it there and then and don’t have to find a way of returning it. 

 

 Do you want to be able to upload your photos direct from an iPhone or from Facebook? 
Do you want to start with Word or Adobe?  Do you want to convert it to an e-book? 

 

 Do you want to keep the book for yourself or make it available for anyone to see and 
print? 
o You may consider that the book is a personal item not for others’ eyes or you 

may feel that after putting so much effort into it, it would be churlish not to share 
with others. It may be that it is a family album which you would like other 
members of the family to have copies of. Some sites are effectively self-
publishing sites where anyone can see a sample of your book (if you make it 
public) and order it off the site while other sites allow you to give limited access to 
nominated individuals. 

 

Photobook examples (not an exhaustive list) 

 

 

In each package there are a range of layouts and a 
variety of cover options and page layouts. Warnings 
may be given when picture quality is likely to be 
inadequate at the size selected. Prices quoted don’t 
include delivery/postage and are as they stood at 
May 2011. There is usually a minimum price for, say, 
20 pages with additional pages either priced 
individually or for the next 10 or 20 pages. As a rough 
guide assume the cost to be £1 per page plus 
postage for a roughly A4 sized book.  
 
Photography Group members have used Blurb, Cewe   
and Snapfish as well as Apple software. 
 

. 
As part of their package AppleMac users can ‘build’ a book on their PC/Laptop and upload 
for printing.  An example of one used to record a walk from St Bees Head to Robin Hood’s 
Bay (Wainwright’s Coast to Coast walk) is shown above. For those of us using a PC there are 
plenty of other options. (Prices as at early 2013 – check websites for the latest position) 
 

Blurb                       www.blurb.com 

Sizes 
Square  
Standard *  
Large 
Landscape   
Large Square       
Pocket/Trade ) 
B/W or colour ) 

 
7" x 7" 
8" x 10"  
 

13" x 11" 
12" x 12"            5" x 8" 
5” x 8”                        
6” x 9”    

Cost for near A4 book 
20 pages 
 £13.99  (Softcover)  
 £18.99  (Hardcover Dust 
Jacket) 
 
Additional pages 24p per two 
pages 
 
 
 

  
20 to 440 pages   
 
 
For Premium paper add £2-3. 
(Page count limited to 160) 
 
Hardcover options include 
Dust Jacket or Image Wrap 
(printed on the cover) 

* portrait or landscape, and 
   closest to A4 (8.3” x 11.7”) 

Comments 
First you have to download Blurb’s “booksmart” software. There are a range of standard 
layouts with or without text which you can then customise if necessary.  When you have 
completed a book you can print it out on your own printer to proof read it before uploading 
and ordering it. You can also order a .pdf of the book or convert it to an e-book. 
 
Books can be either Private or Public and can be promoted through sites like Facebook or 
you own website (should you have one).  
 

http://www.tescophoto.com/
http://www.blurb.com/
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Cewe  www.cewe-photobook.co.uk 
Sizes Cost for near A4 book   
XXL 38x29cm (Landscape) 
XXL 28x36cm  (Portrait),  
XL 30x30cm 
Large 21x28cm (near A4 ) 
(Landscape or Portrait), 
Square 21x21cm, 
Compact 19x15cm 
Small 13x14cm 

Hardcover (Landscape or 
Portrait) linen cover £25 for 
26 pages 
 
Additional pages £4.50 per 8 
pages 
 
  
 

26-130 pages 
 
Linen cover can have an 
image and title added.  
 
Picture cover is £5 more 

Comments 
Again you download their photobook creation software.  
This is the product used by  WH Smith, Superdrug, Argos and others.  

 
 

Snapfish www.snapfish.co.uk 

Sizes Cost for near A4 book   
15.5” x 11” 
12”x12”  (Hardcover) 
11”x8” (near A4),  
8”x8”  
7”x5”,  (Softcover)   

£19.99 (Linen)  
£24.99 (Hardcover) 
    for 20 pages  
 
Additional pages £1.49 per 2 
pages 
 

20-150 pages 
Linen (or leather) hardcover 
with a window cut out. 
Hardcover has photos printed 
on cover or dustjacket.  
 

Comments 
For Snapfish you work online so first you upload your photographs which you then drag onto 
the page template. You don’t need to upload them all at once.   
‘Snapfish Publisher’ allows you to share your designs and products (e.g. cards and 
photobooks) with other Snapfish users. 
There is an option to allow you to share the book with friends (who may need to create their 
own Snapfish account). Snapfish can also produce single prints, posters, mugs, mousemats 
and other items from any photographs you have uploaded. 

 
A number of supermarkets have photobook packages such as www.asda-photo.co.uk, and 
www.tescophoto.com.  
 
Other sites include www.myphotobook.co.uk where there is an option for the completed book 
to be burnt to CD and posted (as an alternative to uploading online) www.jessops.com,   
www.photobox.co.uk , www.mypublisher.uk.com and www.shutterfly.com  If you are serious 
about publishing your book you may want to consider www.lulu.com as an alternative to 
Blurb. Lulu has a number of Marketing and Distribution packages (including a tie up with 
Amazon (in the US) and the facility to obtain an ISBN number for the book) for a price.  
 

How to make a Photobook 
 
First decide which photographs you want to use and what sort of book you want. It could be a 
record of a holiday or trip; a wedding; a year in the life of a grandchild; some other item of 
family history; or some other story that you want to tell. If you want to include a fair amount of 
text it is probably worth typing it in word or some other word-processing package which will 
allow you to spell-check it and print the text out to double-check it before pasting sections into 
appropriate places in the book.  
 
Choose the size and layout of the book (e.g. landscape A4) and what sort of cover (e.g. 
softcover, hardcover) you want. Also decide whether you want to have the same background 
on all pages and what background you want (there will be a selection available). If in doubt 
keep it simple.   
 
Most sites are self explanatory. As explained earlier you either upload your photos and work 
online or you download the software and work offline.  
 

http://www.cewe-photobook.co.uk/
http://www.snapfish.co.uk/
http://www.asda-photo.co.uk/
http://www.tescophoto.com/
http://www.myphotobook.co.uk/
http://www.jessops.com/
http://www.photobox.co.uk/
http://www.mypublisher.uk.com/
http://www.shutterfly.com/
http://www.lulu.com/
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To illustrate how easy it is here are some images of books produced using Snapfish and 
Apple software  
 

Some layouts  
 
 
This screenshot shows the 
Snapfish Photobook screen 
with a choice of layouts for 
one, two or more photographs 
per page. You will see that on 
the left hand page I have 
chosen two photos with a 
caption whereas on the right 
hand page I have a single 
photograph with no border or 
caption (full bleed). 
 

 
 
The next screen-shot shows 
a full text page opposite a 
page with three images with 
captions. 
 

 
With a little care you can 
spread a panorama over 
two pages – some 
packages make this more 
easy than others – I had to 
trim the original image to 
make two matching pairs 
 
 

 

 
On this example, rather than using a standard 
background, a full page photograph provides the 
background to three overlapping photographs. 
 
This book was produced using the AppleMac 
package. 

 
 

 
Another page with a full page photograph but with 
text and a small photograph superimposed but not 
detracting from the main picture. 

 
 
Most sites have tutorials and ‘let us do it for you’ options. In Part 2 of this note I show how I 
created a book using Blurb.  


